HAZRAT-I-A'LA'S EXHORTATION TO HIS SONS
custom read it out to Hazrat-i-Ala who listening to the
portion which related to his going to Arcot from Tiruvati for
the purpose of protecting the English, and to his conversations
with Raja Ramdas and the Wazlr, recalled to his mind the
anxiety and exertions he underwent for the solution of such
difficulties, and shed tears. Then he offered his thanks to the
Almighty Lord, and said: "I have helped and protected the
English whenever they were in trouble, not only of my own
generosity, but also out of respect for the advice of my father
who suffered martyrdom (may Allah be merciful to him).
On all occasions I have helped them amply. I have brought
my influence to bear on all their activities in such a way that
in the whole of India none has the courage to oppose them
now. The French with all their power drowned their proud
army like Pharaoh in the river Nile and became annihilated/'
Then lie called both his exalted sons, narrated past events,
and addressed them as follows:
*'lt is incumbent on you, my beloved and lovely sons, to be
the friends and well-wishers of the English. You must bear in
mind my patronage of the English and the advice of my father,
and you should also make your posterity abide by this course.
In the same manner it behoves every Englishman to be sincere
in preserving the power and authority of my descendants as
long as he continues to reside in India. If there be any deviation
from this rule on the part of either, he will not be considered
as a good member of his group.."
I now resume the thread of my narration. In brief, for
two months nothing could be done at Tiruvati which was about
to fall. Eventually Saff Shikan Khan, in obedience to the order
of the Wazir of the Deccan, marched from Arcot with an army
to help the besiegers; and on reaching Tiruvati he descended
on one side of the fort. The French who had already gained
experience in the battle at Chingleput, here also suddenly sallied
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